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Library Joining the NExpress Shared Catalog

While we are celebrating the Thanksgiving holiday, the Osawatomie Public Library will be joining the NExpress Shared Catalog, a joint service of the Northeast Kansas Library System and 30 other libraries.  Together, these libraries will share access to almost 500,000 items, including books, movies and audiobooks.

Since beginning NExpress in 2004, participation has increased from nine to 31 libraries.   We are part of a group of seven libraries joining, including Bern Community Library, Eudora Public Library, Horton Public Library, Osawatomie Public Library, Oskaloosa Public Library, Mary Cotton Library-Sabetha, and Seneca Free Library.

The NExpress Shared Catalog uses Koha, the first open-source integrated library system developed in 1999 by Katipo Communications for the Horowhenua Library Trust in New Zealand.

In preparation for this migration from our current Winnebago (OR FOLLETT) system, we have rebarcoded the collection, modified catalog records and issued new NExpress library cards.  Our patrons will be integrated into the shared database, which means a patron from any participating NExpress library can request, borrow items from and return items to any other NExpress library.

Other features of the Koha system include the ability of patrons to see their circulation history, sort search results and easily request materials from either the Shared Catalog or the state-wide Kansas Library Catalog.  With the Kansas Library Express courier system, these items are quickly delivered from library to library.  

In 2008, the NExpress Users Group voted to leave the Kansas City Library Consortium in favor of an open-source system.  “After examining the major ILS systems, NEKLS believes that Koha ZOOM is the most refined, flexible and well-supported system in the open-source market,” says Jim Minges, Director of the Northeast Kansas Library System.  
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